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TRIBUTE TO LAUREN E. SIROIS ON 

BEING NAMED PRESIDENTIAL 
SCHOLAR 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor Lauren 
E. Sirois, of Salem, NH, for being se-
lected as a 2000 Presidential Scholar by 
the U.S. Secretary of Education. 

Of the over 2.5 million graduating 
seniors nationwide, Lauren is one of 
only 141 seniors to receive this distinc-
tion for academics. This impressive 
young woman is well-deserving of the 
title of Presidential Scholar. I wish to 
commend Lauren for her outstanding 
achievement. 

As a student at Phillips Academy in 
New Hampshire, Lauren has served as a 
role model for her peers through her 
commitment to excellence. Lauren’s 
determination promises to guide her in 
the future. 

It is certain that Lauren will con-
tinue to excel in her future endeavors. 
I wish to offer my most sincere con-
gratulations and best wishes to 
Lauren. Her achievements are truly re-
markable. It is an honor to represent 
her in the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK F. LEVENSON, 
DIRECTOR OF THE MANCHESTER 
VA MEDICAL CENTER 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Mark Levenson upon being ap-
pointed the Director of the VA Medical 
Center in Manchester, NH. 

As director, Dr. Levenson will have 
the responsibility of leading the VA 
Medical Center into the 21st century. 
The level of dedication and commit-
ment required by such a prestigious po-
sition would seem overwhelming to 
many, yet Dr. Levenson has proven 
himself willing and capable of pro-
viding the best leadership for the cen-
ter. 

Prior to his appointment as the di-
rector for the VA Medical Center, Dr. 
Levenson served as the acting director 
of the center. During that 22 month pe-
riod, Mark dedicated his time to im-
proving medical care access for vet-
erans. His efforts to expand clinics in 
Manchester and Portsmouth are just 
some examples of his loyalty and com-
mitment to America’s veterans. 

Dr. Levenson has used each and every 
day of his career with the VA Medical 
Center to remind his peers and the sur-
rounding community of their commit-
ment to those men and women who 
served our great nation. 

As a veteran of the U.S. Armed 
Forces and a friend of the VA Medical 
Center, I salute the selfless efforts of 
Dr. Levenson. His leadership will prove 
invaluable as he assumes the position 
of director, and I wish him all the best 
in his endeavors. It is truly an honor to 
represent Dr. Levenson in the U.S. Sen-
ate.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO MARY NOUCAS— 
OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Mary Noucas, for her recognition as 
an Outstanding Volunteer by the New 
Hampshire Partners in Education. 

In a world full of waning civic re-
sponsibility, it is always heartwarming 
to hear of selfless citizens devoting 
time to their communities. Mary’s 
tireless dedication to Portsmouth 
schools has garnered her state-wide 
recognition for her efforts. She ini-
tially started working at the Dondero 
Elementary School when her children 
started kindergarten seven years ago 
in order to become more fully involved 
in their education. She offered to sign 
up for everything to get to know the 
teachers and the parents better, and 
hasn’t stopped since. Her work now 
stretches to other schools in the area 
as well. 

Mary has established a number of 
successful programs at the school, such 
as the Class Popcorn Giveaway and the 
Magical Mailbox program, heads nu-
merous committees, and has overseen 
countless art shows, bake sales and 
book fairs. She puts together the mid-
dle school newsletter and continues to 
do publicity for the elementary school. 
She truly enjoys volunteering and cites 
her love of children as the driving force 
behind her efforts. 

Mary’s work is truly inspirational 
and typifies what is good about Amer-
ican citizens today. Without the help of 
dedicated volunteers, our schools 
would not be able to run smoothly, and 
it is the children who ultimately would 
suffer. It is truly an honor to represent 
her in the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MCLANE, GRAF, 
RAULERSON AND MIDDLETON— 
NH BUSINESS IN THE ARTS 
AWARD WINNER 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to McLane, Graf, Raulerson and Mid-
dleton upon their recognition as a 2000 
New Hampshire ‘‘Business in the Arts’’ 
award winner in the medium-sized 
company category. 

The firm has been a long time con-
tributor to the development of the arts 
in New Hampshire. They not only do-
nate time and money to various arts 
events, but they have established 
themselves on numerous boards and 
sponsorships and are well-known for 
distributing complimentary tickets to 
clients and friends. This extensive 
sponsorship of different arts programs 
is carried out on a more personal level 
by the firm’s employees, whose indi-
vidual contributions of time and 
money make a significant impact on 
the organizations they support. 

The firm has placed a considerable 
interest in promoting musical events 
throughout the State, and avidly sup-
ports the Opera League of New Hamp-
shire, the New Hampshire Symphony 

Orchestra, the Portsmouth Music Hall, 
the Concord Community Music School 
and the Nashua Symphony, to name a 
few. Their list of achievements 
stretches even further to other venues 
of the arts as well, such as the Palace 
Theater in Manchester, the Currier 
Gallery of Art and Strawbery Banke, a 
historical site in Portsmouth. 

This strong commitment by the firm 
to providing the opportunity for arts 
programs to come to the State is truly 
commendable. The firm understands 
the true importance of the arts in com-
munities, and without their generous 
support, these programs would not be 
possible. The firm has taken on new 
projects, most notably a year 2000 cele-
bration with cultural activities such as 
a Black Heritage Trail and a YMCA art 
auction. These sort of events enrich 
the lives of the entire community and 
prove that private businesses can in-
deed make a huge impact on bringing 
the arts to all citizens. It is an honor 
to serve the firm and its employees in 
the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO J. MICHAEL HICKEY, 
2000 YANKEE AWARD RECIPIENT 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor Mi-
chael Hickey, for his recognition by 
the Yankee Chapter of the Public Rela-
tions Society of America as the 2000 
Yankee Award Recipient. 

Mike is the president and CEO of Bell 
Atlantic New Hampshire, a company 
that faithfully upholds the ideals of 
corporate responsibility, good citizen-
ship and core values. Mike has taken 
the role of CEO to a whole new level of 
relationship building by embracing 
those around him, not only within his 
company, but within the surrounding 
community as well. He consistently 
works hard to ensure that all employee 
and business concerns are met and ad-
dressed. It is his dedication to relation-
ship building that exemplifies what 
public relations is all about. 

Mike is an extraordinary leader who 
leads by example, most notably by his 
involvement with numerous non-profit 
organizations. As chairman of Kids 
Voting New Hampshire and the former 
campaign chairman of the Greater 
Manchester United Way, Mike dem-
onstrates the importance of civic re-
sponsibility and giving back to the 
community. He listens carefully to 
others and diligently tries to bring the 
disenfranchised into the inner circle. 
He makes people feel included and val-
ued. His board membership in the 
Greater Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce, the NH Business & Industry As-
sociation, and the NH High Tech Coun-
cil prove his true commitment to the 
advancement of New Hampshire’s busi-
nesses and economy. He is the type of 
leader who encourages those around 
him to give above and beyond one hun-
dred percent of themselves. As a result, 
Bell Atlantic sponsors a number of 
community events aimed at educating 
and guiding youths and adults through-
out the state, such as the Smithsonian 
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Folklife Exhibit from New Hampshire 
and the Celebrate New Hampshire Cul-
ture Festival. 

Mike’s hard work, determination and 
ability to motivate those around him 
to reach greater heights are truly com-
mendable. His strong concern for the 
common good is admirable. He has 
truly illustrated the qualities of strong 
leadership and interpersonal relation-
ship skills. Mike, it is an honor to rep-
resent you in the U.S. Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAUREN JENNIFER 
MEEHAN—MISS NEW HAMPSHIRE 
2000 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor a 
young woman who has given selflessly 
to her community, inspired her peers 
and has been chosen to represent the 
great state of New Hampshire in the 
Miss America pageant in 2000, Lauren 
Jennifer Meehan. 

Lauren, crowned both Miss Lakes Re-
gion and Miss New Hampshire, is a 1998 
graduate of Nashua Senior High 
School. Not only did she graduate in 
the top ten percent of her class, she 
went on to continue her education at 
the University of New Hampshire, 
where she is a sophomore majoring in 
molecular, cellular, and developmental 
biology. In addition to her premedical 
program course work, she minors in 
English as well. 

Despite a double major and chal-
lenging courses, Lauren finds time for 
her singing passion, performing with 
the All-State Classical Choir for the 
past 3 years, and she gives back to the 
surrounding community through her 
involvement as a kindergarten cat-
echism teacher at St. Thomas Moore 
Parish, as well as a Wentworth Douglas 
Emergency Room volunteer. 

Her platform of attachment and ad-
justment disorders in children is espe-
cially poignant in an age where vio-
lence and mental disturbance with 
America’s youth is all too common. 
Her dreams of entering the field of Pe-
diatric Neurology will surely allow her 
to further research this field of study. 

Lauren is an excellent student who 
cares about her community and the 
state. Her talents, hard work and dedi-
cation are truly commendable, and it is 
an honor to represent her in the U.S. 
Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE MOUNT 
WASHINGTON HOTEL AND RESORT 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to honor the 
Mount Washington Hotel and Resort 
for their designation as one of the 
Businesses of the Decade by Business 
New Hampshire Magazine. 

For the past ten years, under the di-
rection of partners Joel and Cathy 
Bedard, the Mount Washington Hotel 
and Resort has become a cornerstone of 
the White Mountain Community, pro-
viding not only a place for the people 
of New Hampshire to rest and relax, 

but giving back to the surrounding 
community as well. 

The Mount Washington Hotel and Re-
sort had not been locally owned until 
1991, after several failed business ven-
tures attempted to capitalize on the 
property. The hard work and dedica-
tion of each individual who worked on 
renovating and revitalizing the hotel is 
truly commendable. As a result, the 
Mount Washington Hotel and Resort 
was saved from demolition and cur-
rently thrives as one of New Hamp-
shire’s greatest treasures. 

The Mount Washington Hotel and Re-
sort is the largest employer in the 
local economy, providing 450 jobs in 
the summer months and 550 throughout 
the winter season. They are also an ac-
tive member of their community, lend-
ing their support to programs such as 
New Hampshire Public Television, the 
Littleton Regional Hospital Auxiliary 
and other worthy programs and causes. 

The Mount Washington Hotel and Re-
sort is a true friend to the people of 
New Hampshire. Their efforts over the 
past ten years are truly commendable, 
and it is an honor to represent them in 
the United States Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OLDE PORT BANK— 
NH BUSINESS IN THE ARTS 
AWARD WINNER 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Olde Port Bank for its recognition 
as a 2000 New Hampshire ‘‘Business in 
the Arts’’ award winner in the small 
company category. 

Olde Port Bank proves that time and 
money are not the only key factors 
necessary for the successful continu-
ation of arts programs. They have pro-
vided exhibit space in its offices and 
lobbies and promoted the activities of 
employees and customers who are art-
ists as well. It is this sort of personal 
attention and support that make var-
ious programs available to the local 
community. The bank also understands 
the importance of a strong financial 
backbone, and helps to secure loans 
and credit lines so that the arts can re-
main part of the seacoast community. 

The Children’s Museum of Ports-
mouth is one such grateful recipient of 
Olde Port Bank’s efforts. The bank has 
given generous financial support for an 
endowment fund to the museum and es-
tablished corporate membership and 
sponsorship. Bank employees spend 
countless hours assisting the museum 
in many of its events and activities. 
This sort of high participation is a tes-
tament to the staff’s deep dedication to 
making the arts more accessible to the 
Portsmouth community. 

Olde Port Bank recognizes the impor-
tance of arts in education and the com-
munity. Forty percent of the bank’s 
contributions budget is earmarked for 
arts organizations in the Portsmouth 
area, and this support is consistently 
growing each year. This company rec-
ognizes their power to lead by example, 
both economically and physically. 

Without the support of dedicated 
businesses like Olde Port Bank, the 
arts would not be able to flourish in 
New Hampshire. Olde Port Bank truly 
signifies the deep personal commit-
ment of small businesses across the 
state to supporting the causes that 
make New Hampshire one’s chosen 
place to call home. It is an honor to 
serve them in the United States Sen-
ate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LILLIAN NOEL—PAUL 
HARRIS FELLOW AWARD WINNER 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Lillian ‘‘Billie’’ Noel for her recogni-
tion as the Portsmouth Rotary Club’s 
‘‘Paul Harris Fellow’’ award winner. 

Billie’s deep commitment to pre-
serving New Hampshire’s precious 
woodlands is truly commendable. In-
stead of selling 35 acres of land to de-
velopers, Billie sold it at a reduced 
price to preservationists, ensuring the 
land will remain untouched for a long 
time. It is because of her dedication to 
assuring the future of New Hampshire’s 
forests that she was honored by the 
Portsmouth Rotary Club in option for 
preservation over profit. 

Billie made the decision to sell her 
property for $600,000 to the Society for 
the Protection of New Hampshire’s 
Forests, even though it is worth three 
times that amount. This generous sale 
will ensure that the scenic waterfront 
property is not touched by developers. 
One of the last remaining undeveloped 
pieces of land in the fast-growing sea-
coast area, residents would have lost a 
treasured piece of their New Hampshire 
heritage had it been sold to developers. 
The Society plans to add walking paths 
and areas to picnic and bird watch, pre-
serving the land’s charm and scenic ap-
peal. Billie’s contribution to New 
Hampshire’s citizens proves that there 
are still people dedicated to saving na-
ture’s delicacy rather than making a 
mere profit. It is this type of private 
initiative which keeps New Hampshire 
as the beautiful ‘‘Live Free or Die’’ 
state. 

New Hampshire is lucky to have citi-
zens like Billie who are committed to 
saving our state’s beautiful lands. Our 
state’s scenic areas are too precious to 
lose and I commend Billie for her hard 
work and dedication to the environ-
ment. It is an honor to represent Billie 
in the United States Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
SUSAN B. CARBON—‘‘FRANK 
ROWE KENISON’’ AWARD RECIPI-
ENT 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise to pay tribute to the 
Honorable Susan B. Carbon upon re-
ceiving the ‘‘Frank Rowe Kenison’’ 
award for her contributions to New 
Hampshire citizens through the field of 
Law and Justice. 
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